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The ICRISAT, Patancheru and The Gujarat Institute of Development Research co-organized an 8-day of International Capacity Building and Training Workshop on Computable General Equilibrium Model (CGE) and Social Accounting Matrix (SAM) at GIDR campus, Ahmadabad, Gujarat on 3-10 November 2014.  A total of 21 researchers from India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka participated the advance training on SAM and CGE. This was an advance level training and capacity-building workshop on application of new tools and techniques of economy-wide modeling. So far, very few of such analytical tools focused trainings have been conducted in the South Asia.  This workshop had attracted serious attention by large number of researchers and scholars in the region.  SAM and CGE models are widely used to evaluate economy wide impact of policy changes and other major interventions. These tools are used also for analyzing direct and indirect impacts of public welfare programs, including its distributional implications across households, across sectors, and impacts across social institutions. These economy-wide models help to capture a wider set of economic impacts of  specific policy changes (or interventions). This training workshop focused on impacts of policy changes on rural economies of South Asia; case study results were presented from village level modeling to national economy wide policy modeling, using framework of SAM and CGE models.   

The invited external resource persons of the training on specific modules of the courses were Professors M. R. Saluja (India Development Foundation, New Delhi); Devender Pratap (National Council of Applied Economic Research), and Dr. Manoj Panda (Institute of Economic Growth, New Delhi). Likewise, Prof. P. S. Srikantha Murthy (University of Agricultural Science, Bangalore), Dr. Barun Deb Pal (Institute for Social and Economic Research); Prof. Ganesh Kumar (Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research, Mumbai) were also the research persons for specific session.   They have a rich experience in constructing SAM and CGE models for various central and state government agencies, the National Planning Commission, and other agencies. 
The training session were divided into three major subject-areas: Input-Output (I-O) analyses were discussed and case studies findings were presented, and hand-on training was given on I-O analyses on the first two days. Then, a thorough presentation, discussions, and hand-on training on SAM were carried out for the next three days. This includes presentation on National SAM and village level SAM, and hand-on exercise. Then, the participants were given a thorough methodological and hand-in training on CGE modeling exercise from 6th to 8h days of the course program. The resources persons shared their valuable experiences on the policy assessment and practical usages of I-O modeling, SAM, and CGE in different scale of the economy.
From a policy perspective these advance tools and techniques have significance relevance for developing economies of south Asia.  

The training was co-coordinated by Drs. Madhusudan Bhattarai and Nagaraj N. from MIP program of the center (ICRISAT/Hyderabad), and Dr. Jharna Pathak of GIDR.  The funding support for this training was provided from capacity development program of the ICRISAT, Hyderabad.  

